THE  SPANISH WAR
send King Alfonso into exile   He was to succeed only
too well barely two years later
Senor Lerroux, when I spoke to him of the downfall
of the first Spanish Republic, due entirely to national
reaction against its violence and its excesses, prophesied
that the new Spanish Republic would be conservative
and would stand for public order and the respect of life
and property "If it does not," he went on, "if it becomes
Socialist or Communist it will be swept away, for Spain
will not tolerate mob rule or Communism."
The same Senor Lerroux seven years later, after he
himself had taken part in the Republican government of
his country and had witnessed fresh examples of the blood
lust and ferocity of his allies of the Left, has had once
more to proclaim that the real Spam will not accept such
atrocities   Asked   for   a   statement   on   the   National
movement, this is what he says, "It is by no means a
question of a military pronunciamento, but of a national
rising as legitimate and holy as the War of Independence
m 1808    It is even more sacred, for it is not a question
only of political independence, but of social and economic
organisation, of the protection of home, property, culture,
conscience and very life; in a word, of a whole civilisation
as handed down in history "
The summer of 1936, therefore, found Spain with an
extreme Left government, apparently firmly in power,
and with murders and the burnings of churches going
on all over the country. Even at that moment had the
Government announced its firm intention of suppressing
disorder, of dealing with the Communist menace—every-
body knew that the Communists were planning a coup
d'ttat—it is possible that it would have found support
not only in the country but from responsible Army leaders,
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